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Court and shot if found guilty. It would be useless to plead " superior
orders," as these do not cover crimes. When this has been tried
with German officer prisoners they have shown great concern. He
prophesies that we shall reach the Meuse before the autumn; then
there will be a pause while the French outflank the German line
through Alsace, and the war will be over by August 1918. [The best
of war prophecies made to me.]
Apr. 13. Lord Herschell told me that Hardinge, our Ambassador in
Spain, saw King Alfonso yesterday. In the course of conversation he
happened to say, "If the Allies win." The King took him up at
once, saying, "If? They have akeady won," and then went on to
say that when the Germans are beaten there will be no place for a
mediator, and in any case the feeling against the Germans was such
that Spain would have to come in. Herschell said the chief damage
done by submarines was off the west coast of Ireland.
Apr. 16. A sergeant major of the Canadians dined with my super-
intendent Thomas last night. He had been in the attack at Vimy
Ridge a week ago and described how he had run a tunnel under the
Ridge and three hundred yards beyond it and had taken back our
wounded and brought out supplies underground. The tunnel had
been bored by the new boring machine, and rails were brought up
in sections and bolted on as the tunnel advanced and had converted
it into an underground railway. He thought that in future neither
supplies nor wounded would cross the open.
I attended a luncheon given to Neville Chamberlain at the Cafe
Royal. There was much speechifying, and M. Guernier showed real
oratorical powers on the subject of national service in England.
I heard some details of the mutiny in the Russian navy at Kron-
stadt; how the revolutionaries killed the Admiral, cut him in pieces
and burnt him before his wife and daughter. The wife went mad,
and the daughter shot herself afterwards as a result.
Apr. ig. The Czech professor Masaryk, who had gone to the north
to wait for the Jupiter, returned to London on a telegram that the
Czech StephanofE had returned from Russia with important news.
Masaryk was to have used his influence against the extreme party in
Petrograd, but Stephanoff reported that if he went by the new rail-
way he would be delayed for three weeks, the line having been laid